
Shalom! 

Since a teenager I have been visiting the Holy Land and teaching about its geography and history, peoples and 
cultures.  As a high school teacher, as well as university and seminary theology professor, my passion is to mean-
ingfully connect people to their biblical roots and invite them to rediscover the Jesus of the Gospels.  Having 
led several educational and church pilgrimages to Israel I have witnessed the profound impact walking in the 
land of the Bible and in footsteps of Jesus has on the lives of people.  

A pilgrimage to the Holy Land is not just a vacation or a tour ì it is a tradition since biblical times; a deeply 
spiritual practice since the early days of Christianity; a transformative encounter with the Lord in a community 

as we retrace the life of Jesus and the cradle of the Christianity.  It is an experience of encountering Jesus in the very places men-
tioned every Sunday in our liturgical readings.  We go in order to return inspired so that we will live more authentically  and dy-
namically our Christian faith.  We will be blessed and will be able to be a blessing in the lives of many.   

In Israel, we will explore the ancient history of the biblical Promised Land, rich in archaeological sites and places of profound his-
torical and religious value.  After all, it is the land of the Bibleåof prophets and apostles.  It is also a land rich in diverse peoples to 
meet and cultures to celebrate.  We will likewise enjoy modern Israel, a thriving nation that contributes in many significant ways to 
the world in spite of its struggles.  As a community we will enjoy opportunities to know one another and be enriched by one anoth-
er; a chance to forge new friendships and memories; a unique adventure that we will share together.  I know that our journey of 
faith and community will be an enriching and learning opportunity, as well as a life-long inspiration that will bear fruit in our lives.   

A psalmist once wrote, "I rejoiced when they said to me, 'Let us go up to the house of the Lord'."  I invite you to join us so that soon we 
too will echo the next part of that psalmñs verse, "And now our feet are standing within your gates, Jerusalem!" (Psalm 122:1). 

View our outstanding itinerary, which offers so much, and I know that you will be excited about being a part of our unforgettable 
and unique experience.  See you on board! 

George Rodriguez, D. Min.  

Pilgrimage Hosted 
by 

George Rodriguez  

Join Us at the Crossroads of History,  Faith, and Cultureé 

A Transformative Journey of the Hearté  An Unforgettable Adventure! 



Thursday, June 8th  

Departure from Miami-Madrid-Tel-Aviv 

Friday, June 9th 

Arrival at Tel Avivñs Ben Gurion Airport where we will 
meet our guide at the airport and depart towards the Holy 
City of Jerusalem and check into our hotel 

Dinner & Overnight: Notre Dame Guest House,  

Jerusalem 

Saturday, June 10th 

Visit the Mount of Olives (Ascension of the Lord Chapel; 
Pater Noster Jerusalem Grotto; walk down to Dominus 
Flevit chapel, Garden of Gethsemane/Grotto of the Be-
trayal, Tomb of the Virgin Mary),  St. Anneñs Church & 
the ruins of the Pool of Bethesda 

We walk along the Via Dolorosa and stop at the Stations 
of the Cross beginning at the Church of the Flagellation 
and ending at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Inside 
we see the Golgotha & Tomb of Jesus Christ) Liturgy at 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. Continue to the Ethio-
pian rooftop hermitage above the Church of the Holy Sep-
ulcher 

Dinner & Overnight: Notre Dame Guest House,  

Jerusalem 

Sunday, June 11th 

07:00 View the Dome of the Rock & Al Aqsa Mosque 
from the Temple Mount in the Old City (visit subject to 
the discretion of the local security services at time of visit) 

10:00 We then travel to the City of David and view the 
ruins of Davidñs palace and the site of the oldest section of 
Jerusalem; Hezekiahñs Tunnel, the Canaanitesñ Tunnel, 
Siloam pool; Mount Ophel archaeological excavations. 
Our tour of the City of David continues toward the Jerusa-
lem Archaeological Park where we have the chance to 
view the excavations surrounding the Temple area inside 
the Jewish Quarter. Visit of the Western Wall, Western 
Wall Tunnels tour and the Jewish Quarter 

Visit of the Armenian Quarter and Church of Saint James 
Evening mass at the Notre Dame chapel. 

Dinner & Overnight: Notre Dame Guest House,  

Jerusalem 

Monday, June 12th 

Visit to Emmaus/Abu Gosh (with liturgy), where we will 
reflect on, and renew, our Emmaus ministry and mission 

Tour the Israel Museum and view the world famous 
Shrine of the Dead Sea Scrolls and the model of ancient 
Jerusalem/as well as the Archaeological wing (Herodñs 
ossuary, Caiaphasñ ossuary, Pilate inscription, and much 
more) Drive by and view the Knesset and enjoy a photo 
opportunity in front of the Menorah 

Visit Mount Zion, the Church of the Dormition of the 
Virgin Mary, and the Cenacle (room of the Last Supper). 

Visit the Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu, the site of Cai-
aphas, Jesusñ trial 

The Herodian Quarterñs Wohl Archaeological Museum 

Dinner & Overnight: Notre Dame Guest House,  

Jerusalem 

Tuesday, June 13th 

Travel to Bethlehem (Basilica of the Nativity, tour of city) 
and lunch, Visit Beit Sahour (Shepherdñs Field) 

Visit Ein Karem (John the Baptist and up to the Church 
of the Visitation sites).  Liturgy ì Church of the Visitation 
Visit the Damascus Gate and the Old City at night, return 
to the Holy Sepulcher Church 

Dinner & Overnight: Notre Dame Guest House,  

Jerusalem 

 
 



 

Wednesday, June 14th 

After breakfast, we depart Jerusalem towards the Mount 
of Beatitudes in the Galilee. Partake in liturgy at Betha-
ny, the home of Jesusñ friends - Mary, Martha, and Laza-
rus. Visit Qumran in the Judean desert, the site where 
the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, and tour the ruins 
of the ancient settlement. Stop at Qasr El-Yahud tradi-
tional baptismal site of Jesus on the Jordan River, Swim 
in the Dead Sea 

Drive north through the Jordan Valley to the region sur-
rounding the Sea of Galilee 

Check-in and dinner, followed by an optional evening 
prayer and reflection by the Mount of Beatitudes church 
overlooking the Sea of Galilee 

Dinner & Overnight: Mount of Beatitudes Guest House 

Thursday, June 15th 

Following breakfast board a boat for a spiritual ride on 
the waters of the Sea of Galilee 

Visit the ancient boat which plied the waters of the Sea 
of  Galilee at the time of Jesusñ ministry at Kibbutz 
Ginosar, Visit Capernaum, the ðTown of Je-
susñ (Synagogue & House of St. Peter), Tabgha to see the 
Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish-
es; here we will see the ancient site (port) of the Primacy 
of Peter. Tour the Magdala excavations, hometown of 
Mary Magdalene, and celebrate a liturgy at its inspiring 
chapel dedicated to the women disciples of Jesus. Climb 
up to Mount Arbel for a stunning view of the Sea of Gal-
ilee. Enjoy the Mount of Beatitudes church and gardens. 

Dinner & Overnight: Mount of Beatitudes Guest House 

Friday, June 16th 

After breakfast, we check out of our hotel and continue 
around the Sea of Galilee to Chorazin and Bethsaida, 
where we will see current archaeological excavations of 
these places, as well as the ruins of the Byzantine-era 
church at Kursi ì all are sites associated with the Gali-
lean ministry of Jesus 

We enjoy a group lunch together of St. Peterñs Fish at 
Kibbutz Ein Gev. Renewal of Baptismal vows/
immersion in the river at the Yardenit Baptismal Site 

Drive through Tiberias and tour Cana of Galilee (site 
of Jesusñ first miracle-the turning of water into wine). 

Travel to Nazareth for our hotel check-in and dinner 

Dinner & Overnight: Golden Crown Hotel, Nazareth 

 

 

Saturday, June 17th 

Today we go down into the city center to visit the Basili-
ca of the Annunciation, after which we continue to see 
the ruins of the ancient city of Nazareth. Liturgy at 
Church of the Annunciation or Church of Saint Joseph. 
Walk through Nazareth and see the Well of the Virgin 
and the Synagogue, continue to  Nazareth Village and 
see a reconstruction of first-century village life. Visit 
Mount Tabor, the site of the Transfiguration. Enjoy a 
view of Nazareth and Jezreel Valley from the Mount of 
the Precipice  

 Dinner & Overnight Golden Crown Hotel, Nazareth 

Sunday, June 18th 

Following breakfast and check-out from the hotel, we 
make our way from Nazareth to Haifa, See a breathtak-
ing overlook of the city of Haifa from the height of 
Mount Carmel at Stella Maris and the Cave of Elijah.  
Liturgy at Mt. Carmel 

Driving further south along the coast, we will visit Caesa-
rea Maritima, the ancient port city built by King Herod 
the Great and headquarters of Pontius Pilate; restored 
theatre, ruins, and gardens 

Arrival at Tel Aviv and hotel check-in 

Tel Aviv and tour the ancient port city of Jaffa (where 
Jonah and St. Peter sailed from); visit St. Peterñs Church 

 Farewell dinner at the hotel 

Dinner & Overnight: Metropolitan Hotel, Tel Aviv 

Monday, June 19th 

Transfer to Ben Gurion airport.  We board our flight 
home to MiamiΦ 


